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The proposed modification of band width separation and reduced base
station power will create a nearly insurmountable problem for Cloverdale
R.F.P.D. to maintain adequate service to the commnity. Our small
volunteer District covers 39 square miles with several canyons and
hills. We are rural in character with no commercial or industrial
ar-ea,s.

A reduction in base power will probably require more than one base
antenna. At this time, no dealer has provided us with a viable estimate
of cost for conversion to a new system. With one or more bases, 7
mobiles, 6 portables, and 24 pagers, the cost may be into the hundreds
of thousands of dollars. Our current annual budget is less than
$100,000. There will be no way that our District can support this kind
of expenditure within the 3 year implementation time frame.

We have other concerns about this proposal but the cost and the
short time frame are our major objections.

Cloverdale R.F.P.D. proposes that the implementation date be
extended at least to the year 2004 to provide additional study time for
the proposal and to establish an opportunity to plan the financing and
implementation over a reasonable interval. This is a major change and
the public must be assured of a continous high level of se~vice.
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